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9 children dead, over 1000 suffer from acute

respiratory infection in West Bengal

Action By
CSU, IDSP

“NCDC Information communicated to SSU — West Bengal

After the puja season when COVID is slowly surging back to the state, more than
1,200 children were admitted to the Burdwan Medical College in West Bengal in the
last one month with acute respiratory problems, and nine of them have died, officials
said on Sunday (October 24).

Though the doctors claimed that the fever and cough leading to breathing problems
are a result of Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) and has nothing to do with COVID,
the huge number of affected children has become a cause of worry for the district
health administration.

"In the last one month, more than 1200 children have been admitted with high fever,
cough, cold, and acute respiratory problems and we couldn’t save nine of them. They
were below six months old and were physically weak. We have tested all the children
and all of them have been detected COVID negative," the Medical College’s Head of
the Paediatric Department, Kaustav Nayek said.
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According to Nayek, all the children who are getting affected are below one year old
and the children who are below six months are the most vulnerable to the disease.

"Every time at this time of the year, the children get affected because of season
change, but it doesn't stay for more than two weeks... this year it is taking little

longer because of the continuous rain. We are taking measures to control the
disease," he added.

According to the doctors, the patient affected by RSV will have a cough and cold in
the first two days and then they will develop breathing problems, and, in some cases,
it turns out to be serious.

"We have created two additional wards with more than 200 beds to handle this
situation. We need oxygen and nebulisers for the treatment and that we have told
the Principal. We hope the situation will be under control in the next couple of
weeks," Nayek said.

The state Health Department is keeping a close watch on the development of the
situation and has asked the hospital authorities to send daily updates on the
infection rate, the treatment protocol, and condition of the children.

"If the child is more than one year then there is nothing to worry about but the
children who are below six months are the most vulnerable in this disease and so we
have asked that a neo-natal ward be opened so that these cases can be treated
separately and with care," a Health Department official said.

éSave Water- Save Life, z Save a tree- Don't print unless it's really necessary!

Disclaimer:- This is a media alert subject to verification.
Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP), National Centre for Disease Control,
Ministry Of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India
22-Sham Nath Marg, Delhi — 110 054
For more information please contact: Media Scanning & Verification Cell: - Phone (011)23946029
Email: - idsp-msc@nic.in, idsp-npo@nic.in

Join us on n http://www.facebook.com/pages/Media-Scanning-Verification-Cell-IDSPNCDC/137297949672921

https://twitter.com/MSVC1

R WA ETCAT $ MT

AN
©
o0
S

A



mailto:idsp-msc@nic.in
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Media-Scanning-Verification-Cell-IDSPNCDC/137297949672921
https://twitter.com/MSVC1

