Government of India

Media Scanning & Verfication Cell;

’.Q

N
»

Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC.

Publication | Reporting

Date Date Place Name News Source/Publication Language

Koll www.republicworld.com/English

ollam . . N )
08.05.2022 09.05.2022 https.//wva.repubhcworld.com/mdla news/general
Kerala news/amid-covid-19-kerala-reports-cases-of-tomato-

ﬂu-know-svatoms-and-causes-articleshow.htrnl
Amid Covid-19, Kerala’s Kollam reports cases of

Tomato Flu; Know Symptoms and Causes

Action By
CSU, IDSP

“NCDC Information communicated to DSU — Kollam, SSU- Kerala

More than 80 children below five years have been suffering from a rare kind of viral
infection, called 'tomato flu' at Kerala's Kollam. Know details here.

As coronavirus cases witnessed an abrupt increase in several regions of Kerala,
another flu has started haunting the state. According to multiple media reports,
more than 80 children below five years have been suffering from a rare kind of viral
infection, called 'tomato flu'.

Citing the health department, local media reported the confirmation of at least 82
cases in Kollam-- a city known as a trade hub and for its beaches. According to local
news websites, all the confirmed cases were reported from government hospitals and
as per reports, the number may be higher if the cases from private hospitals are
included.

What is tomato flu?

In India, it is a very common kind of fever wherein children below the age of five
years experience undiagnosed fever. Usually, an infected child experience rashes and

éSave Water- Save Life, z Save a tree- Don't print unless it's really necessary!

Disclaimer:- This is a media alert subject to verification.
Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP), National Centre for Disease Control,
Ministry Of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India
22-Sham Nath Marg, Delhi — 110 054
For more information please contact: Media Scanning & Verification Cell: - Phone (011)23946029
Email: - idsp-msc@nic.in, idsp-npo@nic.in
Join us on n http://www.facebook.com/pages/Media-Scanning-Verification-Cell-IDSPNCDC/137297949672921

https://twitter.com/MSVC1 @@

—
(]
oo
T

[a W



mailto:idsp-msc@nic.in
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Media-Scanning-Verification-Cell-IDSPNCDC/137297949672921
https://twitter.com/MSVC1
https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/amid-covid-19-kerala-reports-cases-of-tomato-flu-know-symptoms-and-causes-articleshow.html
https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/amid-covid-19-kerala-reports-cases-of-tomato-flu-know-symptoms-and-causes-articleshow.html
https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/amid-covid-19-kerala-reports-cases-of-tomato-flu-know-symptoms-and-causes-articleshow.html

skin irritation and dehydration. This causes blisters on several parts of the body. The
shape of blisters is generally red, and thus it is called "tomato flu" or "tomato fever".
In India, only parts of Kollam are experiencing this kind of flu, but the health
officials warned it could spread to other regions also if preventive measures are not
taken.

Symptoms of 'Tomato fever'

. Colour change in hands and legs

. Tiredness

. Joint pain

. Abdominal cramps, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhoea
. Coughing, sneezing, wheezing, or runny nose

. High fever

. Body aches

Prevention of tomato flu

Though the health officials said that the virus is not lethal and could be treated, here
are some points to prevent this virus:

. Do not scratch the blisters

. Stay hydrated by drinking boiled water.

. Maintain proper hygiene.

. Avoid close contact with the infected person.

. Use warm water for bathing

. Take proper rest to avoid the long-lasting effect of the disease
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