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Diarrhoea outbreak in Zirakpur a yearly phenomenon
in S A S Nagar, Punjab
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Diarrhoea outbreak in Zirakpur is a yearly phenomenon. Reason: contaminated
water supply, lack of chlorination at tubewells and old worn-out pipelines. Sewage
water gets mixed with drinking water due to leakage in pipes and often becomes the
cause of a diarrhoea outbreak. Hundreds of residents of housing societies,
particularly children and the elderly, fall ill due to it. A stopgap arrangement is made
with water tankers and a localised leakage plugged, but the problem continues.

It is not only the densely populated areas but posh areas too that have fallen prey to
it.

Gazipur, Sukhna Enclave, Peermuchalla, Ekta Vihar, Ravindra Enclave and
Harmilap Nagar have become the hotspots recently.

Illegal connections, uprooting and laying of new sewage lines, road repair and several
other such causes often become the cause of contamination, resulting in several
people falling sick. Tubewells, the major source of drinking water and storage tanks
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too get contaminated due to lack of chlorination. Faulty connections, old worn-out
pipes and illegal connections are the bane of residents here.

In April, more than 100 suspected diarrhoea cases, including children, were reported
from Gazipur village. Health officials said 170 houses were surveyed in which 95
diarrhoea patients were found in ward number 17.

Last year, a three-year-old girl died of diarrhoea in Baltana and a 30-year-old man
also succumbed to the infection. Over 170 cases were reported from Ekta Vihar,
Ravindra Enclave and Harmilap Nagar.
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