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Japanese Encephalitis, Acute Encephalitis Syndrome
hit Assam, 120 deaths recorded this year
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“NCDC Information communicated to SSU — Assam

Even as Assam continues to battle Covid-19, Japanese Encephalitis (JE) and Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) cases are also on the rise in the state.

Assam has witnessed the highest number of JE and AES cases in the country.
Japanese Encephalitis and Acute Encephalitis Syndrome have so far claimed nearly
120 lives in the state this year.

According to the Union Health Ministry, Assam registered 435 AES cases and 80
deaths and 212 JE cases and 39 deaths till September this year. During this time,
3,595 AES cases and 133 deaths, and 447 JE cases and 51 deaths have been reported
across the country. Assam accounts for 60.15% and 76.47% of the total AES and JE
deaths in the country, respectively.

Japanese Encephalitis is a potentially severe disease. JE is caused by a virus spread
by infected mosquitoes in Asia and the western Pacific. JE virus is one of a group of
mosquito-transmitted viruses that can cause inflammation of the brain (encephalitis).
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Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV) is the major cause of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome in
India.

Dr Lakshmanan S, Mission Director of National Health Mission (NHM), Assam, told India
Today, "Japanese Encephalitis in Assam is an endemic disease and two years back Assam
had reported maximum JE and AES cases and deaths."

He further added, "The state government has taken up a series of steps to control JE and
AES cases and fatalities in the state. We have started JE vaccination in the state.”

The Mission Director of NHM Assam said that JE vaccination is going on in 99 different
development blocks in Assam. “The vaccination drive is going on in multiple districts of the
state. We have launched JE vaccination drive to vaccinate 47 lakh people of above 15 years
of age,” Dr Lakshmanan S said.

The Assam government has launched a massive JE (Japanese Encephalitis) vaccination
drive from October and it is the first such vaccine covering people between the ages of 15-65
years. Earlier, the vaccination was done only for children aged between one and 15 years.

Last year, the Union government allowed JE vaccines for people from 15-65 years of age.

Dr Lakshmanan S said that this vaccination drive is going on parallel with Covid-19
vaccination drive in the state.

“Only thing is that we have to keep 28 days gap between the two vaccines. We have
distributed more than 22 lakh mosquito nets across the state up to February 2021. This year
we have not yet started mosquito net distribution. We have also identified hotspots and
taken measures in areas where most cases are reported. All Medical colleges, district
hospitals have the facilities to identify AES and JE cases,” the Mission Director of NHM
Assam said.

According to reports, till September this year, 1,043 AES cases, 21 deaths and 86 JE cases, 2
deaths have been reported in Uttar Pradesh, 637 AES cases, 16 deaths and 14 JE cases, one
death reported in West Bengal, 458 AES cases, 2 deaths and 32 JE cases, 2 deaths reported
in Jharkhand.

Between 2014 and 2020, more than 2,400 people lost their lives due to AES and JE infections
in Assam. According to reports, Assam recorded 525 deaths due to JE and AES in 2014, 395
in 2015, 279 in 2016, 265 in 2017, 277 in 2018, 514 in 2019 and 147 in 2020.

The Mission Director of NHM Assam said that most JE and AES cases have been reported
from 13-14 districts of the state.
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